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Purpose of Briefing

1. Nāʻiwa Agricultural Subdivision 
In-Progress Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA)

2. The Criteria for Finding of No Significant Impact to satisfy 
Chapter 343, HRS

3. Project Schedule

4. Question and Answer
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Project Location
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Community businesses and social services in 
the surrounding area include: 

• Molokaʻi Community Federal Credit Union
• First Hawaiian Homes Credit Union
• United States Postal Service
• Molokaʻi Baptist Church
• Hikiola Cooperative
• Molokaʻi Livestock Co-Op
• Molokaʻi Humane Society
• Purdy’s Natural Macadamia Nut Farm
• Hoʻolehua Congregational Church
• Grace Episcopal Church
• Molokaʻi High School
• Hoʻolehua Fire Station
• Lanikeha Community Center
• Coffees of Hawaiʻi, along Farrington 

Avenue

TMKs TMK Acreage
(2) 5-2-003:001 19.5 acres
(2) 5-2-004:001 120.1 acres
(2) 5-2-004:002 119 acres
(2) 5-2-004:004 0.5 acres
(2) 5-2-004:007 39.8 acres
(2) 5-2-004:046 42.3 acres

Total 341.2 acres

*DHHL owns all lots within the project extents. 

Project Location
Tax Map Key 
Boundary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The project site is comprised of six tax map keys (TMKs).
 
The project site is a proposed approximately 431-acre agricultural subdivision of up to 66 lots. It is bounded to the north and west, by the Moloka‘i Airport. Immediately surrounding land uses include the Kumu Farm, Alu Like, and other businesses, public and community services such as credit unions, churches and a humane society to the north and northeast.
 
Further northwest is the DHHL Hoʻolehua Agricultural Subdivision which will be developed in the future. 

Community businesses and social services in the surround area includes: Molokaʻi Community Federal Credit Union, First Hawaiian Homes Credit Union, United States Postal Service, Molokaʻi Baptist Church, Hikiola Cooperative, Molokaʻi Livestock Co-Op, Molokaʻi Humane Society. Further northeast are Purdy’s Natural Macadamia Nut Farm, Hoʻolehua Congregational Church, Grace Episcopal Church, Molokaʻi High School, Hoʻolehua Fire Station, Lanikeha Community Center, and Coffees of Hawaiʻi all along Farrington Avenue. 
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Preliminary Nāʻiwa Agricultural Subdivision 
Map
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The project site is a proposed approximately 431-acre agricultural subdivision of up to approximately 66 lots. 
Previously, 58 available lots were to be provided. Of those 58 lots, approximately 50 lots have been awarded to beneficiaries and approximately eight (8) lots are vacant (i.e, lots 9, 14, 30, 31, 33, 37, 45, and 58). The vacant lots that have not been awarded will be subject to studies for development. The vacant lots are being examined for possible division into two lots. The final lot count will be based on an examination of all lots including vacant lots for feasibility for agricultural uses with the objective of meeting the stated purpose and need for the project. This is due to terrain, proximity to the Molokai Airport, or other constraints that affect the potential for development. If all the lots are found to be feasible for agricultural uses, then up to 66 lots will be provided.

To maintain existing runoff discharge rates, the increase in runoff onsite will be mitigated by providing detention basins within the lots upstream of the discharge from the road drainage system. The basins will be sized to provide storage volume to accommodate the peak storm event runoff and the County required storm water treatment. The basins will be dry except when needed for the temporary storage of runoff to attenuate the design storm event. Following a design storm event, the basins will be designed to naturally empty within 48 hours. The footprint for a 40,000 cubic foot basin is 6,000 square feet (60 feet wide by 100 feet long and 10 feet deep). The blue ovals in the Figure (Slide 4) depict the preliminary locations of the drainage basins and are not to scale as the basins will be smaller than shown. As much as possible, the basins will be located in vacant lots or unusable portions of awarded lots where feasible. The detention basins shown in awarded lots are tentative. The actual locations for the basins will be coordinated with the beneficiaries and their existing improvements. The detention basins will be fenced for public safety and easements provided. The drainage design is being preliminarily worked on and may be subject to change based on the final design requirements of the site.

Maintenance of the detention basins will be by DHHL. Maintenance activities for a detention basin include:
Inspection of the basin including inlets/outlets and pipes after storm events.
Trim vegetation to maintain access into the basin.
Inspect and remove sediment at inlets/outlets to maintain flow and basin capacity.
Remove litter and debris.
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Environmental Review Process
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June 2023 June 2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

So far DHHL has
Conducted outreach and technical studies
Developed Preliminary Engineering Report
Various options and alternatives and ultimately
Came up with a preferred land use and concept
While this was going on, DHHL was simultaneously working on the draft environmental assessment. We are HERE. We just finished the developing the Draft EA and are sharing it with you prior to submittal to ERP for the public comment period


(NOTE_ STOP at the “WE ARE HERE” part of the slide
The Draft EA public comment period lasts 30 days
Based on the feed back received, the Draft EA will be revised and submitted to HHC as a FINAL EA/FONSI for commission approval
If approved by the commission, then the Final EA will be published with ERP and we will wait until the Challenge Period ends before moving out of the planning phase and into design.
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Project Description
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• Up to approximately 66 agricultural lots within a 341.2-acre area
• The proposed project will provide infrastructure improvements to 

support future agriculture, homestead, and/or residential uses.
• Each lot provides DHHL lessees with three options:

1. Utilize the lot for agricultural purposes; or
2. Construct a single-family dwelling; or
3. A combination of constructing a single-family dwelling and utilizing the 

remaining portion of the lot for agricultural purposes 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


The proposed Nāʻiwa Agricultural Subdivision will formally subdivide up to approximately 66 agricultural lots. Previously the Nāʻiwa Agricultural Subdivision was proposed to be comprised of up to 58 lots ranging in size from approximately 4 to 8 acres, with an average lot size of 6 acres. Approximately 50 lots have been awarded to beneficiaries. The remaining eight (8) vacant lots (i.e, lots 9, 14, 30, 31, 33, 37, 45, and 58) are to be examined for division into two lots. The final lot count will be based on an examination of all lots including vacant lots for feasibility for agricultural uses with the objective of meeting the stated purpose and need for the project. This is due to terrain, proximity to the Molokai Airport, or other constraints that affect the potential for development. If all the lots are found to be feasible for agricultural uses, then up to 66 lots will be provided.

While a preliminary parcel layout has been established, the final layout is to be determined during the subdivision and final design process. (Note: Each of the lots in the Nāʻiwa Agricultural Subdivision ranging from 4 to 8 acres were awarded as "subsistence agriculture" by DHHL in 1985. Subsequent to the Nāʻiwa Agricultural Subdivision award, the acreage size for the DHHL land use designation "subsistence agriculture" was reduced to 1-3 acres.)

The total cost of the project including planning, design, and construction of the infrastructure improvements, is estimated at approximately $35,640,000.00. Lessees who are awarded a lot will be responsible for the design and construction of any dwellings and/or buildings that would support agricultural uses. Certain improvements including the installation of an individual wastewater treatment system (IWS) and driveways within their lots will be the responsibility of the lessees.
 
The construction of infrastructure improvements is tentatively scheduled to begin sometime after 2022 and will be completed within 12 to 24 months. The planned project schedule includes working with governmental agencies and the community, performing site and environmental studies, and processing the required permitting and design documents.



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS – LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Proposed Infrastructure Improvements
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• Access Roads
• Grading and Runoff, Drainage, and Erosion Control
• Dual Water System

• Potable Water Supply
• Non-Potable (Irrigation) Water Supply

• Electrical Power and Telephone Service
• Individual Wastewater System (The IWS will be the responsibility of 

the lessees) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 
Access Roads
Will be constructed to County Standards which may include a paved all-weather surface with unpaved grass swale shoulders 
The all-weather road surfaces will support use by emergency service vehicles and equipment apparatus

Grading and Runoff, Drainage, and Erosion Control
Demolition and removal of vegetation found within the project boundary to provide sufficient clearance for access roadways, irrigation and potable water system, and electrical utilities
Project will adhere to county drainage requirements
Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be used during construction to mitigate erosion and reduce runoff to state waters

Dual Water System
The Moloka‘i Water System will serve the project. It is operated by DHHL.
The water system is controlled by an existing pressure breaker tank near the intersection of Kulea Street and Mo‘omomi Avenue.
Potable water will be provided based on increasing the allocation of water supply as permitted by the State Commission on Water Resource Management (CWRM). As requested by DHHL, the CWRM will provide the allocation of potable water from the existing DHHL Moloka‘i Water System wells based on future buildout of the subdivision. 
The project site has ample water pressure throughout the project area to support the entire subdivision. 
Irrigation water will be provided through the Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture (DOA) Moloka‘i Irrigation System as requested by DHHL.
The Moloka‘i Irrigation System will be serviced by the Kualapu‘u Reservoir
The nearest irrigation line is a 16-inch line located adjacent to the project site, along Pala’au Avenue. Proposed improvements to the DOA Molokaʻi Irrigation System would consist of extending the existing irrigation system from Pala’au Avenue into the Nāʻiwa subdivision roads to provide service to all the lots. 

Electrical Power and Telephone Service
Electricity will be provided from an existing Hawaiian Electric Company (HECO) substation. 
Transformers, utility boxes, and all necessary electrical appurtenances will be provided as required to establish the necessary connection to the island’s electrical grid. 
Photovoltaic alternatives may be explored as part of DHHL’s renewable energy policy.

Individual Wastewater System (IWS)
Building and installing an IWS on individual lots will be the responsibility of the lessees.
The IWS must meet State of Hawai‘i Department of Health (DOH) standards.
A minimum lot size of approximately 10,000 square feet (SF) will be required for use of an IWS. All lots within the Naiwa subdivision will meet this minimum.

Solid Waste
Solid waste handling and disposal will be the responsibility of the individual lessees.
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Evaluation of Historical & Cultural Resources
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• An archaeological literature review and field inspection (ALRFI) report, 
May 2021, and Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA), March 2023, were 
prepared by Cultural Surveys Hawai‘i Inc. (CSH) 

• Nearly the entire project area was once owned by the State government 
since the 1848 Māhele land divisions

• The CSH survey discovered the presence of plantation and World War II-era 
infrastructure including: 1) remnants of an “Old Ditch,” possible pre-1900 
sugarcane agriculture; 2) possible wartime (WWII) munitions storage area, 
and 3) possible WWII-era wastewater treatment facility. 

• As a precautionary measure, personnel involved in construction activities 
will be informed of the possibility of inadvertent cultural or skeletal finds. In 
the event that historic resources are inadvertently discovered the SHPD will 
be notified and construction in the area will cease.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed action may impact newly identified historic properties. These plantation and WWII-era historic properties may be impacted as they may not have reached their potential for providing historical data. According to CSH, the ALRFI supports the completion of a follow-up Archaeological Inventory Survey (AIS) to identify historic properties as the next step in the project’s historic preservation review process. The State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) will determine the future course of action for preservation and/or recordation of the historic properties and/or artifacts.

A Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA) was prepared by CSH for the DHHL Nāʻiwa Agricultural Subdivision Project, Pālā‘au and Ho‘olehua Ahupua‘a, Moloka‘i District, Moloka‘i Island, TMKs: [2] 5-2-003:001, 5-3-004:001, 002, 004, 007, and 046 (Kaapana, Tanaka, and Hammatt, 2023). The CIA assessed traditional cultural practices as well as resources pertaining to the project area. Through document research and cultural consultation efforts, the CIA provided information pertinent to the assessment of the planned project’s impacts on cultural practices. As a precautionary measure, personnel involved in construction or development activities will be informed of the possibility of inadvertent cultural or skeletal finds. In the event that historic resources are inadvertently discovered the SHPD will be notified and construction in the area will cease until such time that work activities may be resumed as allowed by the SHPD.
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CSH Survey DiscoveriesMap
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Figure 2-12, 
1993 Molokai 
Airport USGS 
Topographic 
Quadrangle 
Showing the 
Location of the 
Northwest 
Portion of the 
Project Area 
and Potential 
Historic 
Properties 
Observed

Figure 2-13, 
Aerial Imagery 
Showing the 
Location of 
the Northwest 
Portion of the 
Project Area 
and Potential 
Historic 
Properties 
Observed 

Military Training 
Round

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

The figures above are taken from the EA and CSH Report. The figures depict the location of historical finds that occurred during a 2021 archaeological field survey. 

The fieldwork included a 100% pedestrian inspection of the project area, GPS data collection, photography of the project sites, and field notes. 

The historic sites were: (1) the remnants of an “Old Ditch,” possibly associated with pre-1900s sugarcane agriculture; (2) a possible wartime (WWII) munitions storage area, and (3) a possible WWII-era wastewater treatment facility. 

The CSH survey also discovered a military training round.



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS – LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Previous Archaeological Studies Conducted 
in Project Vicinity
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Reference Type of Study Location Results
Summers 1971 Site survey Island-wide Documented four sites in project area vicinity: Site 11A, Caterpillar 

Stones; Site 11B, Stone at Pu‘u Kape‘elua; Site 12, Lepekaheo 
Heiau; and Site 107, Holua Slide at Kualapu‘u

AECOS Inc. 1980 Archaeological
reconnaissance survey

Moloka‘i Airport and proposed 
airport site near Mo‘omomi Beach

No historic properties identified in project area vicinity; however, a 
complex of WWII-era (not historic at the time of the study) bunker 
sites identified near Moloka‘i Airport, west of project area

Environmental Impact 
Study Corp. 1981

Biological and
archaeological
reconnaissance survey

90 acres by Cooke Land Co., Inc.,
TMK: [2] 5-2-011:007 por.

Failed to locate Summers Site 106 (petroglyphs) within their study 
area (likely buried or destroyed) but observed two remnant 
features that indicate possible agricultural use of seasonal stream 
flow in gulch

Hammatt et al. 1993 Archaeological inventory 
survey

One parcel in Pālā‘au 2; adjacent to 
airport, and two parcels in Na‘iwa

No historic properties identified

Nagahara and Kolb 1994 Field inspection Kape‘elua complex, Ho‘olehua-
Pālā‘au Homesteads

Confirmed and GPS mapped Kape‘elua Complex, SIHP # 50-60- 03-
11 (Summer Sites 11A and 11B)

Pantaleo and Rotunno-
Hazuka 2003

Archaeological 
monitoring

Ho‘olehua uplands to coastal 
Kalama‘ula

No historic properties identified

Pantaleo 2004 Archaeological 
monitoring

Ho‘olehua uplands No historic properties identified

McIntosh et al. 2019 Archaeological inventory 
survey

DHHL lands, including in Ho‘olehua No historic properties identified in project area vicinity

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A number of prior archaeological surveys in the area were undertaken between 1971 and 2019.

All of the studies indicated plantation and World War II-era infrastructure. Offsite of the DHHL property there is the potential for discovery of prior habitation sites and uses by pre-contact Hawaiians at off-site locations.

In the event that historic resources, including structural remains, subsurface cultural deposits, or human skeletal remains are found during construction, all work in the immediate vicinity of the find will cease, the find will be protected from further disturbance, and the State Historic Preservation Division notified at (808) 692-8015 for additional guidance and instructions.
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Previously Identified Historic Properties in the Project Vicinity
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Figure 2-10, 
Previous 
Archaeological 
Studies in the 
Project Vicinity 
Depicted on 
1993 Molokai 
Airport and 
Kaunakakai 
USGS 
Topographic 
Quadrangles

Figure 2-11, 
Previously 
Identified 
Historic 
Properties in 
the Project 
Area Vicinity 
Depicted on 
1993 Molokai 
Airport and 
Kaunakakai 
USGS 
Topographic 
Quadrangles

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

These figures from the CSH archaeological report depicts historic properties found by Summers in 1971, and other archaeologists as shown. All of these locations are outside of the Naiwa Agricultural Subdivision project boundary.
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Evaluation of Natural Resources
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Drainage and Hydrology
• Surface waters include several gullies or branches of the Kāluape‘elua Gulch
• The gullies cross the Nāʻiwa subdivision within the following TMK parcels: (2) 5-2-003: 

001; (2) 5-2-004: 001, 002, 007, and 046
• No part of the gulch on the subject property shows any indication of the presence of a 

stream 
• The Kāluape‘elua Gulch does not drain to open coastal waters

Natural Resources
• No endangered/threatened flora or fauna species were observed within the project 

vicinity (AECOS, Inc., 2021)
• Federally delineated Critical Habitat is not present in the project area

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Follow narrative above.




DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS – LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Surface Waters
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note the presence of numerous tributaries within the project site associated with the Kāluape‘elua Gulch.
No perennial or intermittent streams were identified within the project site by the project biologist, AECOS, Inc., during the 2021 field survey.
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Impacts and Mitigation Measures
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• Climate • Historic and Archaeological Resources

• Geology and Topography • Cultural Resources

• Hydrology and Drainage • Airport / Aviation

• Air Quality • Traffic

• Noise Quality • Public and Private Utilities

• Biological Environment • Public Services

• Natural Hazards • Socio-Economic Conditions 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed project was evaluated to determine its potential for environmental impacts. All of the impacts identified during the evaluation could be addressed with the appropriate use of mitigation measures.

Climate 
The Project is not anticipated to have an impact on climatic conditions. 

Geology & Topography  
The Project is anticipated to have a positive long-term impact through agricultural land uses which return irrigation water to the land and aquifers. 
Impacts during construction will be short-term. Mitigation measures would include the use of construction BMPs and compliance with applicable rules and regulations to reduce sediment transport, erosion, and the maintenance of stable areas of vegetative growth. 

Hydrology and Drainage
The Project is not anticipated to have any long-term adverse impact to surface water, wetlands, or groundwater. 
No wetlands are located within the project vicinity.
Project will include the use of mitigation measures throughout the construction period to manage surface and groundwater resources. 
Project will adhere to county drainage requirements.

Natural Hazards – Floods, Hurricanes, Earthquakes, Tsunami and Wildfires 
The Project is anticipated to have no flood, hurricane, seismic, tsunami and wildfire hazard impacts.
Project site not located in a flood zone (Zone X, area of minimal flood hazard), and is not in an area susceptible to sea level rise. 

Air Quality 
The Project is not anticipated to have any long-term impacts on local or regional air quality due to the limited scope and scale of the project. 
Short-term impacts during construction would be addressed through use of water for dust control, use of mufflers for all internal combustion powered machinery, and the proper maintenance of all equipment used at the job site. 

Noise Quality
The Project is not anticipated to have any long-term impacts from site operations based on the surrounding land use. Mitigable short-term impacts are expected during construction. Mitigations include obtaining a noise permit if necessary and properly muffling construction equipment, incorporation of applicable noise limits, and use of curfew times and work hours.
The proximity of the lots within TMK: (2) 5-2-004: 046 will reviewed against the requirements of the Molokai Airport Noise Compatibility program and plan, for land uses that may be located within the 55 and 60 Day-Night Average Sound Level (DNL) (see also the next Slide 14).

Biological Environment 
Implementation of the proposed action is expected to have no negative adverse impacts to native flora or fauna species or their habitat, as the site does not currently provide desirable habitat to native, threatened, or endangered terrestrial faunal species. Federally delineated Critical Habitat is not present in the project area. 
If DHHL becomes aware of the presence of protected botanical species, site users, onsite staff, and contractors will be notified and will be issued appropriate instructions to minimize disturbance. 
Mitigable impacts to the Hawaiian hoary bat will be handled by the avoidance of site clearing activities between June 1 and September 15, or consultation with DLNR before disturbance of vegetation taller than 15 feet. Barbed wire will not be used for fencing during construction, and alternatives to barbed wire will be encouraged. 
No impacts are anticipated to Nēnē.
Mitigable impacts to seabirds will be handled with the use of appropriate shielded exterior lighting, and avoiding nighttime construction activities between September 15 and December 15. 
No impacts are anticipated to the federally endangered Blackburn’s sphinx moth.
Construction activities that could attract wildlife to nearby airport facilities will be discouraged and coordinated with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service to identify appropriate recommended measures. 

Historic & Archaeological Resources 
The Project is not anticipated to have an impact on archaeological or historic resources.
The project will be coordinated with SHPD and comply with HRS 6E. 

Cultural Resources 
The Project is anticipated to have an overall positive impact. No significant adverse impacts. Mitigations include proper design of infrastructure and siting of land uses and the avoidance of areas with cultural resources. 
DHHL will complete a Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA) including consultation with stakeholders related to cultural practices.  
 
 Airport / Aviation
The Project is not anticipated to have an impact on airport operations or facilities and construction will comply with FAA and Moloka‘i Airport requirements

Traffic
The Project is not anticipated to have any adverse impacts on existing roadways or existing traffic conditions in the vicinity due to the relatively limited scope and scale of the project. 
The surrounding communities and residences will be notified prior to the start of construction.

Public and Private Utilities 
The Project is not anticipated to have any adverse impacts regarding potable water and non-potable water. Potable water will be provided based on increasing the allocation of water supply as permitted by the State Commission on Water Resource Management (CWRM) from the existing DHHL Molokaʻi Water System. 
As requested by DHHL, the CWRM would provide the allocation of potable water from the existing DHHL Molokaʻi Water System wells in the area based on future buildout of the DHHL subdivision.  Potable water systems would be designed to County standards, and water supplies in the aquifer are sufficient to support the Proposed Action. The Proposed Action’s water needs have been identified by the State Water Projects Plan adopted in 2017. 
Impacts regarding potable water will be reduced through the use of a dual potable/non-potable water system. 
No adverse impact regarding non-potable water. Substantial irrigation demand will be met through the use of non-potable water.
The Project is not anticipated to have any adverse impacts regarding wastewater. The use of individual wastewater systems (IWS) where appropriate will be installed by the lessees. 
The Project is not anticipated to have long-term impacts regarding drainage. Mitigation measures include minimizing any land alteration due to grading and adherence to the site drainage plan(s). Mitigation measures for short-term impacts during construction include the use of construction BMPs, and compliance with State and County of Maui rules and regulations.
 The Project is not anticipated to have an impact regarding solid waste or other utilities. DHHL will consult with HECO regarding electrical utilities and will explore photovoltaic alternatives. DHHL has developed and is implementing its own renewable energy policy. To mitigate impacts related to existing on-site solid waste disposal requirements, DHHL will comply with the recommendations of the DOH – Solid and Hazardous Waste Branch.  
 
Public Services
The Project is not anticipated to have any adverse impacts regarding public services. 

Socio-Economic Characteristics 
The Project is not anticipated to have an adverse impact on the socioeconomic environment. Over the long-term the project may encourage some growth of the area population. However, the rate of growth based on the provision of only 66 lots, is not expected to result in a major increase of demand for public and social services.  
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Noise Quality and Airport / Aviation
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• Aircraft activity in the vicinity of the subdivision area generated 
by the Moloka‘i Airport may be audible at the project site.

• Noise levels and noise contours related to aircraft operations at 
Moloka‘i Airport were included in a 1999 Master Plan.

• Project site is located primarily outside of the 55 day-night 
average sound level (DNL). However, along the northwestern 
corner of the project site (TMK: (2) 5-2-004:046), the entire lot 
or portions of lots 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 57, and 58 are included in 
the 55 DNL contour. Only a small portion of the proposed lot 45 
would be located within the 60 DNL contour. 

• In the state of Hawaiʻi, the Department of Transportation-
Airports Division discourages such land uses that may attract 
hazardous wildlife within five statute miles of airport 
boundaries, pursuant to FAA Advisory Circular 150/5200-33C.

• Project site is also within 20,000 feet of a public use or military 
airport.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The EPA has identified a range of yearly noise level or “DNL” standards that are sufficient to protect public health and welfare from the effects of environmental noise (EPA, 1977). The EPA has established a goal to reduce exterior environmental noise to a DNL not exceeding 65 decibels (dBA) and a future goal to further reduce exterior environmental noise to a DNL not exceeding 55 dBA. 

The entire project site, except for a small portion of lot 45, would be exposed to exterior environmental noise of 55 dBA or less. 

Overall, due to the infrequent flights arriving and departing the Moloka‘i Airport, noise generated from airplanes should be infrequent. 

The project site is located within the FAA-designated five-mile radius for Moloka‘i Airport. The applicant will develop the project in accordance with FAA Advisory Circular 150/5200-33C, Hazardous Wildlife Attractants on or Near Airports. 

The design, landscaping, and drainage improvements will not create conditions to attract wildlife. If wildlife is attracted to the project site, the applicant shall take appropriate measures to ensure proper mitigation of the potential wildlife hazard. 

The applicant will submit the required FAA Form 7460-1 Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration and comply with the requirements of FAA Order 5190.6B.

Consultation is with HDOT-Airport Division is ongoing to determine noise impacts from nearby Moloka‘i Airport to residents and vicinity of lots to airport operations, and mitigation requirements to address attraction to hazardous wildlife, glint/glare hazard, or aerial obstructions.
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Chapter 343 Significance Criteria
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1. Irrevocably commit a natural, cultural, or historic resource.
2. Curtail the range of beneficial uses of the environment.
3. Conflict with the State’s environmental policies or long-term environmental 

goals established by law.
4. Have a substantial adverse effect on the economic welfare, social welfare, or 

cultural practices of the community and State.
5. Have a substantial adverse effect on public health.
6. Involve adverse secondary impacts, such as population changes or effect on 

public facilities.
7. Involve a substantial degradation of environmental quality.
8. Be individually limited but cumulatively have substantial adverse effect upon 

the environment or involves a commitment for larger actions.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are 13 Significance Criteria enumerated in HRS, Chapter 343, that are required to be addressed in an EA or EIS.




DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS – LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

EA SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA ASSESSMENT
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9. Have a substantial adverse effect on a rare, threatened, or endangered 
species, or its habitat.

10. Have a substantial adverse effect on air or water quality or ambient noise 
levels.

11. Have a substantial adverse effect on or be likely to suffer damage by being 
located in an environmentally sensitive area such as a flood plain, tsunami 
zone, sea level rise exposure area, beach, erosion-prone area, geologically 
hazardous land, estuary, fresh water, or coastal waters.

12. Have a substantial adverse effect on scenic vistas and viewplanes, day or 
night, identified in county or state plans or studies.

13. Require substantial energy consumption or emit substantial greenhouse 
gasses.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Further details are provided in the following.
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Chapter 343 Significance Criteria 1, 2 & 3
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1. Irrevocably commit a natural, cultural, or historic resource.
• The project is not anticipated to involve any construction activity that may lead to a loss or destruction of any sensitive 

natural or cultural resource. The project site has been the subject of flora/fauna, archaeological and cultural studies. 

The closest natural and historic resources are located to the northwest of the project site (See slide 9 for location). 

Measures to avoid impacts to natural, cultural, and historic resources are identified within the DEA should they 

inadvertently be encountered. 

2. Curtail the range of beneficial uses of the environment.
• The project expands the beneficial use of the project area by supporting the use of up to 66 agricultural lots for the 

purpose of various agricultural activities, homestead, and/or residential uses.

3. Conflict with the State’s environmental policies or long-term environmental goals 
established by law.
• The project is not in conflict with the long-term environmental policies, goals, and guidelines of the State of Hawai‘i. 

The project’s potential adverse impacts are associated only with short-term construction-related activities, and such 

impacts can be mitigated through  adherence to standard construction mitigation practices. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Follow narrative above.




DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS – LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Chapter 343 Significance Criteria 4, 5 & 6
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4. Have a substantial adverse effect on the economic welfare, social welfare, or 
cultural practices of the community and State.
• The project will have beneficial effects on the economy and social welfare through the construction of infrastructure to 

support agricultural lots provided to DHHL beneficiaries for the purposes constructing a single-family dwelling, 

agricultural purposes or a combination of both. Each lot creates an opportunities for a return on agricultural practices 

on lands that are lying fallow. The project is also expected to provide beneficial impacts with respect to cultural 

practices, by creating opportunities to grow, process, trade and sell traditional and or native plants. 

5. Have substantial adverse effect on public health.
• There will be temporary impacts to noise and air quality levels during the construction phase of the project; however, 

these potential impacts will be short-term and are not expected to substantially affect public health. 

6. Involve adverse secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects on public 
facilities.
• The project is not anticipated to directly result in a major increase in population growth in the immediate area. 

Although population growth will be limited in the immediate area, effects on public facilities are still planned along 
with the construction of infrastructure improvements to support any shift in population growth. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Follow narrative above.
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Chapter 343 Significance Criteria 7 & 8
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7. Involve a substantial degradation of environmental quality.
• Construction activities associated with the proposed project are anticipated to result in negligible short-term impacts 

to noise and air-quality in the immediate vicinity. With the incorporation of the recommended mitigation measures 

during the construction period, the project will not result in degradation of environmental quality. No negative long-

term impacts are expected. 

8. Be individually limited but cumulatively have substantial adverse effect upon the 
environment or involves a commitment for larger actions.
• The design of the project area will minimize cumulative impacts to the environment. Design elements include the use 

of non-potable water for irrigation and agriculture standard roads consisting of surface treated gravel travel ways with 

unpaved grass swale shoulders to mitigate runoff. The Contractor will prepare a Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

Plan for this project. Upon the completion of work, areas surrounding the project site that have been affected by 

construction will be restored as much as practicable to pre-existing conditions. The proposed project does not instigate 

a commitment for larger actions. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Follow narrative above.
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Chapter 343 Significance Criteria 9 & 10
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9. Have a substantial adverse effect on a rare, threatened or endangered species or its 
habitat.
• The proposed project is not anticipated to have any adverse impact to rare, threatened, or endangered species, as was 

noted by the natural resource survey conducted for the project area (AECOS, Inc., 2021). Mitigation measures to avoid 

impacts to seabirds, Hawaiian hoary bat, nēnē, orange-black damselfly, and Blackburn’s Sphynx Moth were included in 

the EA.

10. Have a substantial adverse effect on air or water quality or ambient noise levels.
• Construction activities related to the proposed project action could potentially impact air and water quality and 

ambient noise levels within the project area. However, these impacts will be short-term and mitigable. All construction 

activities will comply with applicable regulations and will implement appropriate mitigation measures as necessary. 

After construction, the project is not expected to adversely impact air and water quality or ambient noise levels. Upon 

the completion of work, areas surrounding the project site that have been affected by construction will be restored as 

much as practicable to pre-existing conditions. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Follow narrative above.
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Chapter 343 Significance Criteria 11
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11. Have a substantial adverse effect on or be likely to suffer damage by being located in 
an environmentally sensitive area such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, sea level rise 
exposure area, beach, erosion-prone area, geologically hazardous land, estuary, 
fresh water, or coastal waters. 
• The project will not affect any 

environmentally sensitive areas. The 
project site is located outside of all the 
environmentally sensitive areas listed 
in Criteria 11. BMPs will be utilize 
during construction and will include 
guidelines and mitigation measures to 
prevent runoff, discharge pollution, 
and other detrimental impacts related 
to construction activities. 

Presenter Notes
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Follow narrative above
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Chapter 343 Significance Criteria 12 & 13
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12. Have a substantial adverse effect on scenic vistas and viewplanes, day or night, 
identified in county or state plans or studies.
• The proposed site is not located within any scenic vista or view plane. The proposed project is not expected to 

result in long-term visual impacts in the form of an improved access roadway system, irrigation and potable water, 

and electrical utility infrastructure as described in the EA. The improvements will be noticeable but will not 

intrude or detract from existing view planes. 

13. Require substantial energy consumption or emit substantial greenhouse gasses.
• Energy that is used will be in the form of fossil fueled internal combustion equipment, machinery, and vehicles, 

and electricity supplied to the site by either an existing Hawaiian Electric Company power connection or by the 

use of portable generator(s). 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Follow narrative above.
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Permits and Approvals That May Be Required 
Federal

• Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Form 7460-1 Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration

• USACE Department of the Army Permit

State of Hawaii
• HRS, Chapter 343, Environmental Assessment (EA)
• HRS, Chapter 6E, Historic Preservation (SHPD)
• Section 402, Clean Water Act, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Notice of Intent Form C, 

Construction Stormwater Permit (DOH)
• Water Use Permit, Commission of Water Resource Management 
• Individual Wastewater System (IWS) (by lessees)
• Section 401, Water Quality Certification (DOH) 

• Land Transfer from State of Hawai‘i to DHHL 

County of Maui
• Subdivision, Electrical, Building, and Grading and Grubbing Permits
• Plan Review

24

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

The following is a list of the anticipated permits and land use entitlements that will be required for this project.


Note for last bullet under State: TMK (2) 5-2-004:046 is located within the Nāʻiwa subdivision and was once part of the Hawaiian Homes trust lands. This parcel was later recalled by the State and Federal Government and was included in the Act 14 settlement to be returned to DHHL. In January 2021, DLNR approved the return to DHHL of approximately 42.313 acres in Nāʻiwa, indicated as TMK as (2) 5-2-004: 046. See submittal and minutes from BLNR meeting 1.8.21, AGENDA item d.8- unanimously approved. 
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/D-8-1.pdf 
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Minutes-210108.pdf
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Proposed Draft EA SUMMARY
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Project provides agricultural/residential opportunities consistent with 
goals of the DHHL General Plan and Moloka‘i Island Plan

Proposed land use is not anticipated to have a 
significant impact on the surrounding environment

Project will provide infrastructure necessary to
support agricultural and residential land uses

(e.g., water, power, access roads, etc.) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Overall, the project adheres to the policy of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act (HHCA) of 1920. 
The project will involve a land use that:

-is not anticipated or expected to have a significant adverse environmental impact; 

-will provide infrastructure necessary to support the purpose of the project which is to establish a new agricultural subdivision for the use and benefit of Native Hawaiian and Hawaiian lessees; and

-will provide agricultural and residential opportunities consistent with the content and goals of the DHHL General Plan and Moloka‘i Island Plan. 

Thank you for allowing us this opportunity to present this important project. We are available to answer any questions.
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