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Barney & Clyde >> By Gene Weingarten

By William J. Aila, Jr.

Honolulu Star-Advertiser reporter 
Rob Perez’s wide-ranging article on the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission and the 
state Department of Hawaiian Home 
Lands (DHHL) was critical, yet spoke 
to some of our realities (“Promised 
Land,” Star-Advertiser, Oct. 25).

The story highlights a few of the 
challenges that have hindered the pro-
gram since its inception and points to 
decisions made by previous commis-
sions that were necessary at the time, 
but have struggled to meet the needs 
of all beneficiaries — like the issuance 
of land and leases without a direct 
funding source for infrastructure con-
struction.

As we navigate through these hur-
dles, we are provided the ‘ike to under-
stand the long-term implications of 
actions made by the commission to-
day.

While the piece covers new DHHL 
initiatives meant to serve lower-in-
come families, I am compelled to point 
out that not all of our beneficiaries are 
of limited means. For every turnkey of-
fering there are more qualified appli-
cants than there are available homes, 
with hundreds ready to accept an of-
fer. With that said, the department has 
heard the call for more affordable 
housing.

DHHL’s vacant lot pro-
gram allows us to address 
lower-income families by 
providing them the oppor-
tunity to build a home suit-
able to their needs. With 
the department incurring 
the cost of roads, water, 
sewage, electricity and lot 
grading, lessees are only re-
sponsible for a vertical 
structure that is built to 
county code. Within this 
program, DHHL also de-
ploys federal funds and local partner-
ships, including with Habitat for 
Humanity, to address a range of benefi-
ciary needs.

To go further, the department re-
cently amended the Hawaii Adminis-
trative Rules to allow for multifamily 
units and affordable rentals on Hawai-
ian Home Lands. These options are the 
direct result of community feedback 
and calls for more affordable and di-
versified offerings.

It is important to highlight that as 
DHHL traverses through these new 
and creative paths, we are only able to 
increase the amount of new homes 
and affordable housing choices if we 
receive adequate funding for infra-
structure development.

The harsh reality is that the depart-
ment needs more inventory of home-

stead lots to award.
The bottom line is that in 

order to develop more 
homestead lots and imple-
ment a successful home-
steading program, 
infracture is absolutely nec-
essary.

We are amidst a financial 
crisis — that is not lost on 
me — but I believe the 
state’s economic recovery 
plan should take into con-
sideration the win-win ben-

efits of a properly funded Department 
of Hawaiian Home Lands. A sufficient 
sums budget for DHHL will provide sta-
ble affordable housing, install neces-
sary shared infrastructure for the 
development of broader communities, 
and create thousands of jobs.

Returning the indigenous people of 
our pae ‘aina to their ancestral soil is 
not only our constitutional duty, it is 
our moral responsibility.

The serious task of putting Native 
Hawaiians back onto their land is not 
one that I or the Hawaiian Homes Com-
mission can tackle alone. It will take 
the courage of our leaders to properly 
prioritize DHHL and the collective will 
of our entire state to support crucial 
decisions that will chart a pathway to 
finally fulfilling the vision of Prince Jo-
nah Kuhio Kalaniana‘ole.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Mask-wearing mandate 
should be enforced

Every photo I see of tourists in the 
Star-Advertiser shows people without 
face masks, including comments of how 
great it is that tourists can now visit.

Face masks should be mandatory 
and the Honolulu Police Department 
should write tickets with fines and 
hand them out aggressively. The 
Star-Advertiser photos, without a nota-
tion encouraging the use of masks, is 
not helping promote our safety.

David Lee
Hawaii Kai

Don’t encourage tourists 
to walk without masks

The picture of the couple strolling 
through Waikiki without masks really up-
set me (Star-Advertiser, Oct. 23). Why 
publish a picture like this and give atten-
tion to these people? Other tourists 
reading the paper will now think, “Oth-
ers are doing it, so it must be okay.”

This reminds me of the problems we 
have had when posts and pictures re-
garding dangerous trails are offered. 
People see them and are encouraged 
to commit similar acts. 

If there is a need to publish pictures 
of tourists, publish pictures of tourists 
wearing masks and abiding with our 
state regulations.

Patricia Kubo
Kailua

Quarantine procedure 
caused unneeded delays

We flew home to Honolulu last week 
Sunday. We filled out the necessary 
forms to be able to go home to quaran-
tine until our COVID-19 tests came in. 
Our negative test results (from a 
trusted provider) came in late Monday 
night and were uploaded to the QR 
form Tuesday morning at 7 a.m.

We were good to go — NOT. It had to 
be manually verified. 

We read that the backlog would be 
fixed by Thursday or Friday. On Satur-
day we still were under quarantine. Ha-
waii’s COVID program is run by totally 
inept people.

Susan Thompson
Waikiki

80-plus elderly should 
be top vaccine priority

It is good that the governor and 
state Department of Health are formu-
lating a plan for the distribution of the 
coronavirus vaccine when one be-
comes available (“Gov. David Ige an-
nounces draft COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution plan for Hawaii,” Star- 
Advertiser, Top News, Oct. 22).

However, I believe they should take 
another look at one group of people. My 
wife and I are nearly 88 and 87 years old 
and in generally good health, without 
any of the obvious “underlying condi-
tions” to put us in Group 1, with those 
65 and over who have such conditions.

However through our 60s and even 
70s we felt almost as healthy as in mid-
dle age. But in our 80s, even without 
distinctive “underlying conditions,” 
our bodies are substantially weaker in 
many respects. I believe the vulnerabil-
ity of everyone in their late 80s should 
place them in the first group. Many ju-
risdictions place all those over 65 in 
the highest priority.

Bob Meyer
Hawaii Kai

At the tipping point for 
an integrated America

Who benefits from the concept of 
“liberty and justice for all”? Since the 
American Revolution, this issue has 
been continually negotiated to include 
an increasingly more diverse popula-
tion as immigrant minorities arrived. 
Concessions that did not challenge 
white dominance were made as to who 
benefited from equality.

However, the racial demographics 
are changing and white America is rap-
idly disappearing. We are reaching the 
tipping point. The minorities are be-
coming the majority and will no longer 
settle for concessions.

White America knows this, and for 
this reason so many whites follow 
President Donald Trump — no matter 
how corrupt or untruthful his adminis-
tration. For them, it’s not about Trump, 
but about holding on to the only Amer-
ica they know. As a white person, I 
wish they could have the aloha experi-
ence of Hawaii where people of differ-
ent races can live together, and it’s OK.

Fran Kramer
Ewa Beach

Trump has exceeded 
predictions of disaster

Four years ago, I wrote the last letter 
to the editor regarding Donald Trump 
published before the election (“Trump 
would be disastrous,” Star-Advertiser, 
Letters, Nov. 6, 2016).

I warned, among other things, that 
“A Trump presidency would be disas-
trous for race relations, civility, envi-
ronmental protection, economic 
equity, workers rights, civil rights, pay 
equity for women and minorities, ratio-
nal gun regulation, international rela-
tions and national security.”

I was wrong.
Trump turned out to be far worse 

and dangerous. Who would’ve pre-
dicted his cruel family separations,  
destabilization of international rela-
tionships and alliances (including the 
murderous betrayal of the Kurds), sup-
port of white supremacy, and his inept, 
catastrophic failure to rationally deal 
with the coronavirus, just to cite a few 
of his worse debacles?

With his re-election still possible, it 
would be foolhardy to predict worse 
outrageous, devastating or immoral 
Trumpian policies, actions and behav-
iors. If emboldened by four more years 
of absolute power, Trump will cer-
tainly exceed all of them again.

Francis M. Nakamoto
Moanalua Valley

Tripler’s prescription 
services well organized

God bless the Tripler Army Medical 
Center for its unique pharmacy service 
during our coronavirus pandemic. To 
keep Tripler’s bedside patients and 
2,000-plus staff safe from visitors, such 
as those picking up prescriptions, 
Tripler devised a parking-lot plan six 
days per week.

I counted eight Tripler individuals 
collecting orders and delivering pre-
scriptions by foot and by motorized 
shuttle throughout the huge parking 
lot. You just park and you don’t need 
to get out of your car. It’s like a march-
ing parade of troops without the mu-
sic.

With thanks to the commanding gen-
eral and his staff from a retired 93-year-
old veteran.

Richard H. Rothrock
Kahala Nui

Article highlights DHHL funding needsOUR VIEW

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

W ith the tourism industry’s restart and other 
economic recovery expected at a gradual 
pace, there’s virtually no chance that Hawaii’s 

highest-in-the-nation unemployment rate will fall steeply 
before year’s end — when streams of jobless benefits 
and resources from federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act funds dry up.

Aiming to ease ongoing unemployment pain, the Ha-
waii Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) 
this week activated extended jobless benefits that add 
13 weeks more to the state’s normal 26-week coverage 
limit and a previous 13-week extension known as Pan-
demic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, which 
will tap out on Dec. 26.

This much-needed second extension will likely serve 
as a safety net for many residents who lost work before 
or during the pandemic. It enables sidelined workers to 
receive as much as a full year of unemployment compen-
sation, compared with the previous limit of nine months.

The extended benefits program is available in states 
where unemployment is severe — and Hawaii is among 
the hardest hit. Due in large part to COVID-19’s ravaging 
of the tourism sector, we had the nation’s highest unem-
ployment rate in September at 15.1%. Of the four other 
states topping 10% last month, visitor-reliant Nevada 
was second at 12.6%.

With Hawaii’s pre-travel testing program now bringing 
more trans-Pacific travelers here, hope flickers for lower 
monthly jobless rates through the rest of the year. How-
ever, as some workplaces ramp up staffing, the DLIR is 
not seeing a leveling off of advance-notice filings from 
companies, signaling that scores of layoffs or long fur-
loughs are in the works. It’s worrisome that since early 
September, 60-plus companies have submitted such no-
tices — more than double the total count for 2019.

In a recent Honolulu Star-Advertiser Spotlight Hawaii 
interview, state DLIR Director Anne Perreira-Eustaquio 
said: “We’re still seeing a large amount of individuals now 
being permanently laid off” as well as “businesses who 
have hung on for all this time … starting to lay off.”

The prospect of fewer businesses means more worries 
tied to Hawaii’s Unemployment Compensation Trust 
Fund — the employer-funded pot of money that covers 
the state’s jobless benefits. While employers have long 
contributed on a quarterly basis, COVID-19’s economic 
fallout quickly drained the pot.

To continue cutting benefit checks, the state has so far 
borrowed $640 million from the U.S. Labor Department; 
by the year’s end, the total loan amount could climb to 
$1.2 billion. If employers are unable to help pay back the 
loan, they risk losing a valuable payroll-related federal 
tax credit that, in turn, could further impede business re-
covery. Meanwhile, DLIR’s grappling with unresolved un-
employment claims drags on — meaning untenable 
delays for out-of-work residents.

Last week, 100 new adjudicators began working on 
long-standing complicated claims; and the DLIR call cen-
ter’s 200 agents daily answered about 2,000 calls — but 
received between 8,000 to 9,000. What’s more, with de-
mand for assistance still vastly outpacing resources, fed-
eral CARES funding, which has paid for staffing in both 
these efforts, runs out in December.

From early March through late September, DLIR has paid 
out $3.3 billion in unemployment compensation related to 
about 180,000 claims. Amid initial soaring rates, some anti-
quated technology was upgraded and new staffers hired. 
But of more than 85 hires, about one-third have quit.

“It’s tough. It’s hard on the heart,” Perreira-Eustaquio 
said of the work. In addition to know-how about labor 
rules, staffers talk with claimants, some rightly frus-
trated by months of wait to untangle snags.

Still, the work must continue. In response to Hawaii’s 
employee-employer plight, lawmakers and others map-
ping our recovery must redouble pushes to secure fund-
ing and resources for DLIR and to stimulate the state’s 
ravaged economy.

OFF THE NEWS

Outlook still grim 
for Hawaii jobless

Lowering the risk of lead exposure
A new report from the Hawai‘i Children’s Action Network 

shines a light on a preventable health threat: childhood 
lead poisoning. Among the report’s recommendations: in-
creasing inspections of older houses and other possible 
lead sources, more funding for lead poisoning prevention 
efforts, and requiring all children to be tested.

From 2018 to 2019, only about 26% of children ages 1 and 
2 in Hawaii were tested, with about 1% showing elevated 
levels, according to the nonprofit’s report. Since even low 
levels of exposure can result in severe consequences, it’s 
important for the state to help lower the risk of exposure.

More headlines from Ko Olina
After being dormant for many months due to the pan-

demic, Ko Olina Resort is awakening amid a flurry of 
news. The latest: the area’s Four Seasons Resort Oahu is 
now wholly owned by Hong Kong-based Henderson 
Land Group, after Ko Olina master developer Jeff Stone’s 
company sold its interest.

Earlier this month, Ko Olina Resort reignited contro-
versy after it attempted to close off public access to 
three of its four lagoons, despite Hawaii law protecting 
beach access for all. Public parking was reopened in 
mid-October, though not at the full capacity it should be.

Let’s hope the next round of news from Ko Olina is 
positive, especially for the Four Seasons’ 800 workers 
who have been furloughed, albeit with medical benefits, 
since March.

ISLAND VOICES

William J. Aila, Jr. 
is chairman of the 
Hawaiian Homes 
Commission.


